
A. Position and employment 

2018-present: Associate professor of Pharmacology and therapeutics at Sapienza University of Rome 

2017 ASN Award of the national scientific qualification as Full professor in pharmacology 

2012-present Assistant professor (University Researcher) in Toxicology and Pharmacoepidemiology and pharmacovigilance courses at University of Rome La Sapienza 

2012 ASN Award of the national scientific qualification as Associate professor in pharmacology 

2012-2013 (January-April) Visiting assistant professor at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Department of Neurology Boston, United States 

Other academic appointments 

2011-present: Member of the college of Pharmacology and Toxicology PhD program (Collegio dei docenti) University of Rome La Sapienza 

2010 Lecturer of Clinical trials , pharmacoepidemiology and pharmacovigilance course at University of Rome La Sapienza 

2008 Researcher (Assistant Professor in pharmacology and therapeutics) Sapienza University of Rome, Department of Physiology and Pharmacology "Vittorio Erspamer" Rome, Italy  

B. Education and training 

Post doctoral  

2012-2013 (November- March) Visiting research scientist at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Department of Neurology- Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA United States 

2006-2008 Research assistant fellow at Sapienza University of Rome, Department of Physiology and Pharmacology “Vittorio Erspamer" Rome, Italy 

2006 Supplementary teaching activities in Pharmacology and pharmacotherapy 

2005 (June-October) Visiting research scientist at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Department of Neurology- Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA United States 

2005 Lecturer for training course Biotechnological Pharmacology 

2003 (March-December) Visiting PhD student Max Planck Institute for molecular genetics Munchen, Germany 

2001-2004 PhD Student University of Naples Federico II, Department of Pharmacy, Italy 

 

C. Scientific activity 

Prof. Esposito scientific interests are addressed to the comprehension of the role of the reactive gliosis and neuroinflammatory processes both in the central and in the enteric nervous 

system. He is also involved in the characterization of the role of glia–neuron interplay during neuropathological disorders and pharmacological approaches to neurodegenerative 

diseases in the so-called gut-brain axis by ALIAmides and cannabinoids. In the last years, he has been mainly involved in gastrointestinal pharmacology and he is author of almost 100 

articles published in international peer review journals. Prof. Esposito has been awarded with Benedicenti's Prize in 2008 as the most productive under-40 years old Italian pharmacologist 

and received NASS prize 2012 for his research in the field of enteric glia transplantation. Dr. Esposito cooperates with several Italian as well as UE, USA and China scientific research 

groups and is permanent member of editorial board of international peer review pharmacology journals, as Phytotherapy Research and associate editor for Frontiers in pharmacology 

(gastrointestinal session).   

 

D. Other Experience and Professional Memberships 

2001 Società Italiana di Farmacologia (SIF) member 

2008 Alberico Benedicenti Prize Award 

2008 Official member in Phytotherapy res editorial board 

2010 ICRS membership 

2012 Member of Editorial Board of Journal of Gastroenterology and hepatology research 

2013 Società Italiana di Gastroenterologia ed Endoscopia (SIGE) 

2014 Lead guest Editor for Biomed Res Int.  

2016 Associate Editor for Gastrointestinal and Hepatic Pharmacology-Frontiers in Pharmacology 

2018 Associate Editor in Frontiers in Pharmacology-section Gastrointestinal and hepatic pharmacology 

2019 Associate Editor in Frontiers in Pharmacology- section Etnopharmacology 

2019  Guest editor for International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS) 

2020 Co-founder and CTO of Nextbiomics srl (https://nextbiomics.com)  

2023 Nomina membro esperto alla stesura delle Linee Guida Linee guida diagnostiche e   terapeutiche Malattia da Reflusso Gastroesofageo e della Dispepsia- ISS 

commissionate dall’Istituto Superiore di Sanità – Centro Nazionale Eccellenza Clinica 

2023 Editorial Board member di J Clin Transl Res 

2023   Co-funder and Scientific comitee coordinator of SOCIETA' ITALIANA EDUCAZIONALE MEDICINA DI PRECISIONE (S.I.E.M.PRE.) 

 

E. Funded grants/awards 

2023 PRIN research unit lead investigator 2022LXS875 “The gut-brain-microbiota axis in Rett syndrome: a unifying hypothesis tying intestinal dysfunction and microbiota alteration to 

Rett’s neuropathology” 

2021-2022 “ATTO PER LA CONCESSIONE DEL CONTRIBUTO IN CONTO CAPITALE DI CUI AL PROGRAMMA “BREVETTI+” MISE PI 

2021-2022 Enteric glia activation and gut microbiome changes: the perfect storm promoting tardive onset of neurocognitive dysfunctions induced by intestinal sepsis through a gut-

brain axis route in mice. Ateneo Sapienza PI   

2020: The brain-gut connection in Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD): in search of innovative therapeutic intervention cross-linking microbiota and behavior (component) 

2019: Ateneo Sapienza Progetto medio RM11916B8876093E (component) 

2019: The Parkinson’s & Movement Disorder Foundation grant PI 

2018: MIUR Grant for basic research funding PI 

2018: Ateneo Sapienza Progetto medio: RM118164361B425B (component) 

2017: Alfa-Sigma grant: “Effetto della Rifaximina nella regolazione della permeabilità intestinale PXR-mediata” PI 

2017: Sapienza grant: Antibiotic-induced leaky-gut syndrome and enteric neuropathology: a possible starting point for parkinsonism-related neuropathology triggering through a gut-

brain axis connection in mice. PI 

2016: Sapienza interdisciplinary grant award research unit lead investigator C26M15SP9F. (component) 

2016: SIFFRA award for Pharmacogenomic e Nutrigenomic research field. PI 

2012: North American Spine Society (NASS) travel grant award  

2009: PRIN research unit lead investigator 2009HLNNRL_007 “Palmitoylethanolamide in enteric glia sustained neuro-inflammation”   

PI2009:  Sapienza grant C26F09PW5L “ALIAmides efficacy in neurodegeneration” PI  

 

 

 

F. Patents 

2016 Sannetti A, Cuomo R, Sarnelli G, Esposito G, Lu J European Patent Office EP3067058A1 Biological composition based on engineered lactobacillus paracasei subsp. paracasei f19 

for the biosynthesis of cannabinoids  

2016 Sannetti A; Cuomo R, Sarnelli G, Esposito G European Patent Office EP 3040070 A1 20160706 (EN)DIETARY METHODS USING LACTOBACILLUS PARACASEI SUBSP. PARACASEI 

F19 AS NAPE-PLD GENE CARRIER FOR PRODUCING ON DEMAND PEA OR OEA AND RELATIVE BIOLOGICAL DIETARY COMPOSITIONS THEREOF (2016) 
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2022 SARNELLI, Giovanni; ESPOSITO, Giuseppe; LU, Jie; SANSEVERINO, Walter ENGINEERING OF PROBIOTIC E. COLI NISSLE 1917 EXPRESSING THE SARS- COV-2 SPIKE PROTEIN AS A 

CHIMERIC MODEL OF INTESTINAL IMMUNIZATION AGAINST COVID19 2022 

2022 Della Valle F, Della Valle MF, Marcolongo G, Claps G, Gomiero C, Safina A, Noce S, Cuzzocrea S, Esposito G.  US20220304956A1 Method for the treatment of covid-19 infections 

with palmitoylethanolamide (2022) 

 

G. Teaching experience 

2005-University of Naples “Federico II” Training course Biotechnological Pharmacology 

2006-Sapienza University of Rome Training supplementary teaching activities- Pharmacology and pharmacotherapy course 

2010-Sapienza University of Rome, 5646Lecturer of Clinical trials, pharmacoepidemiology and pharmacovigilance (8 CFU) 

2012-2014-Sapienza University of Rome, Lecturer of Toxicology; Lecturer of Molecular and general Pharmacology (6CFU) 

2015-2018-Sapienza University of Rome, Lecturer of Toxicology; (12 CFU) Lecturer of Clinical trials, pharmacoepidemiology and pharmacovigilance (8CFU)  

2015-present-Teaching activity for PhD students, techniques in experimental pharmacology (1CFU) 

2020-present-Sapienza University of Rome,   Associate professor of Pharmacology and therapeutics (10 CFU); Associate professor of Clinical trials, pharmacoepidemiology 

and pharmacovigilance (8 CFU) 

 

G. Other academic appointments: 

2011-present: Member of the college of Pharmacology and Toxicology PhD program (Collegio dei docenti) University of Rome La Sapienza 

2021-present Member of Scientific Didactic Council Master in Integrative Medicine, University of Rome La Sapienza   
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